f vou own an air-cooled VW

with fuel injection, you prob-

ably wish it was fitted with
carbs, It seems that the electronic fuel
injection installed on many Volks-
wagens since 1967 doesn't have too
good a reputation. The problem with it
appears to be with the control unit
which goes on the blink much too
often.

Strangely enough, if you own a
water-cooled VW with a carburetor, you
probably wish it was fuel injected as
Rabbits and Sciroccos all have mechan-
ical fuel injection nowadays which
work far better than the old electronic
injection. A case of progressing forward
with backward moves?

The purpose of fuel injection and
carburetors is to introduce the fuel and
air into the engine in the right guanti-
ties for efficient operation of the en-
gine, The idea of fuel injection has been
around for over 65 years. At first it was
developed for use in aircraft engines in
the 1930s and enabled planes lo become
much more reliable as well as allowing
them to flv at far higher altitudes. Fuel
injection was in use in race car engines
at much the same time, but it was not
until the 1950s that serious develop-
ment began for using injection in road
vehicles. Although the American auto
industry made some promising develop-

ments in the late 505 and early 60s, fuel
injection is now almost exclusively used
by the overseas motor industry. The
Jargest drawback to FI has been its high
cost compared to a carburetor and the
bad name it has acquired for being un-
reliable, There is some foundatlion to
this as many of the early systems were

more complicated than necessary, and
the reliability of the electronic control
units was not up to snuff, However,
more than anything, mechanics and en-
gineers did not feel comfortable with
FI, after all, a carburetor is easy to un-
derstand, But iz it? Consider this! A
fuel injection system is much easier to

IN THEORY IT'S BETTER THAN A CARBURETOR
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