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change. That in a few words is the rationale behind this

list of Ten Best Cars. The last time the R&T editorial staff
thought the time was right for selecting a Best Cars list was
exactly three vears ago, And before then you have to go back to
August 1971 —nearly seven years ago—for the first time the RET
staff officially put together a Best list. That in itself should tell you
something about the way we approach a Ten Best Cars selection.

Frankly. we don’t believe enough progress occurs every year 1o
merit an annual voting. And as more and more automakers have
come to the realization that change simply for the sake of change
is illogical and irrational. that vearly madness, the annual model
change, is becoming less and less a part of the automotive scene.
True. we still have that charcteristically American phenomenon
of “last year’s egecrate grille being replaced by this year's all-new
vertical bar design,” but there's less of the wholesale styling
redesign that used 1o accompany the domestic automaker’s new
maodel introductions in the fall,

Part of this is because the automakers, here and abroad. have
been so busy just trying to stay abreast of government safety and
emissions regulations that they've not had the time, the man-
power nor the money to pump inte frivolous styling exercises.
The key word today in car design is relevance. Today's car buyer is
much more sophisticated than his counterpart of seven or even
three years ago, And the automakers realize that although looks
are still very important. a car 18 going o have a lough time
surviving in today's highly competitive market place if it doesn’t
paass some important tests, Does it offer value for the doflar? Does
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it have good resale? Is it durable and reliable? 15 it a safe car? Will
it rust out in one midwestern winter? Does it get good fuel
economy’

The changes that have oceurred in the world since 1971 are
staggering. Seven years ago hardly anyone worried about emis-
sion controls. catalytic converters, safety bumpers, fuel economy,
oil embargoes. petroleum shortages or the declining value of the
dollar. Looking back you mightsay that. compared to the state of
affairs in the world today, 1971 was Pollvanna’s world.

Our 1975 Ten Best Cars list reflected the realities of a world
very much in transition. We were just beginning to comprehend
the enormous impact of the oil éembargo and the reality that
petroleum reserves are finite, We were learning 1o cope with a
35-mph national speed limit and the rapidly dwindling buying
power of the ULS. dollar. In choosing Ten Best Cars for a
Changing World. a restructuring of priorities was called for. This
didn’t cause much problem at R&T because historically we've
preached the gospel of small, lightweight, efficient cars. But
greater emphasis was placed on small size, efficient use of space
and high fuel economy than in our 1971 choices.

Dwring the past three years we've watched the government
mandate even more restrictive exhaust emission regulations and
issue a fuel economy edict calling for a corporate average fuel
economy of 27.5 mpg by 1984,

In 1975 the average car owner would probably have told you
that diesels were bought by rich old eccentrics who liked 1o drive
very slowly. Today the diesel is offered in Everyman’s car, the ¥ W

Rabbit. and even Detroit has gotten into the act. Mention#—>
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