


TRIO OF SUPER COUPES

pligues, "mag” wheels, spoilers, air dams
and fender flares were among the extra-
cost items that boosted the $4000 sticker
price of a subcompact to nearly $6000
by the time the buyer got it out the
door. Some of these extras were not
very well tuned to the overall engineering
of the vehicle, and many a customer
wondered why his car handled poorly or
the tires wore rapidly, while the blame
could be laid to the wrong rear wheel
offset being used in the independent sus-
pension. What the owner does to his car
after purchase is his problem, but the
dealer modifications reflected on the

manufacturer if the car did not perform
well because of the bolt-on engineering
done at the dealer level. Product reliabil-
ity is the responsibility of the manufactur-
er, and he is concerned and bound by
law to stand behind the product.

So, now we have the important factony
“specials.” engineered and tested for reli-
ability, vet “loaded” with those often-
attractive styling touches and tuned for
better handling and performance.

The Super Coupes are in. As an ex-
ample of what is avallable from the U5,
Germany and Japan, Motor Trend select-
ed Ford's Fairmont ESO, Honda's Ac-

cord [LX and VW's Scirocco Sidewinder,
all special editions of compact or sub-
compact coupes that can be ordered as
complete packages right from the dealer.
Affordable, reliable and carrying the full
manufacturer's warranty, factory modi-
fieds are aimed at owners who want
something different in a production car
without the extra cost of having it done
by an outside shop or the problems of
getting it repaired either in or out of
warranty. These three examples are excit-
ing cars, a fair cut above those sold en
masse as pure stockers and packaged as
complete with no extras.

FORD FAIRMONT ESO

he Fairment is wery Continental in

concept to begin with, more so than
amjhing else produced by Ford or any-
one else on this side of the water. It is
lightweight, compact in overall dimen-
sions but with generous interior accom-
modations for passengers and luggage,
and produces acceptable performance
and economy with smaller (by domestic
standards) engines. But it doesn't look
very Continental, bearing instead a
strong resemblance to the Ford family of
cars,

Recognizing this from the beginning,
Ford product planners came up with a
fix in the form of the ESO (for European
Sport Option) for those Fairmont buyers
who want their cars to appear, as well as
act and feel, Continental. When this
package is ordered vou get a blacked-out
grille, deluxe bumpers. black cowl grille,
bright belt moldings, black window
frames, black quarter window ventilation
louvers, vingl insert body moldings, black
lower body panels, black outside mirrors
and special wheel covers. Inside, you get
grey engine-turned appearance instru-
ment panel and cluster appliques, a
black sport steering wheel insert and
steering column, All other interior com-
ponents are either black or chamois col-
or. And to top it all off vou get a special
suspension that includes a rear stabilizer
bar.

The external appearance stuff really
produces the desired effect, particularly
the black lower body panels. The car
looks even lower and smaller than it is,
and there is now a purposeful,
made-fortheroad aura about the whole
tar. The wheels shown on our test car in
the photos, by the way, are the hand-
some extra-cost light alloy items offered
by the factory, not the wheel covers re-
ferred to in the ESO package.

A perfectly standard Fairmont isn't a
bit shabby when it comes to handling
and does a highly creditable job of nego-
tiating any kind of road whether the sur-
face is good or atrocious. But the ESO
suspension is even better and gives the

car a taut, responsive feel without mar-
ring the ride. With the additional rear
stabilizer bar, roll stiffness is increased.
resulting in less body lean when corner-
ing and lightning-quick steering response.
Steering is more nearly neutral, whereas
the standard car is a strong understeerer.

Fingertip controls for the hom, wiper/
washer, light beams, etc, are fairly new
here but have been commonplace for
wears on European cars. They take some
getting used to for anyone accustomed
solely to a diet of domestic cars, but
most people prefer them after using

them for awhile. It beats fumbling all
over the instrument panel for the wipers
when rain is suddenly encountered. The
rear window defogger is quite logically
grouped with the heater, blower and de-
froster controls, a trick that even some
of the foreign cars could use.

The legibility of the Fairmont's instru-
ments, day and night, is vastly superior
to what is found on the typical domestic,
with one minor exception: The odometer
window could use better lighting.

The bucket seats in our test Fairmont
were both liked and disliked by members
of our staff, with opinions being divided
according to individual physiques. Our
medium-to-small staffers either had no
comments or liked the seats, where
those who come in large to extra-large
sizes tended to grumble. The seats have
no adjustment whatsoever except fore
and aft, and they could use a little more
aft for taller people. A reclining feature
or a seatback rake adjustment would be
a most welcome addition and would no
doubt eliminate most of the gripes.

The 200cd six that our test car had
isn't exactly the powerhouse of the Ford
engine lineup and, as a matter of fact,
produces a few less horsepower than
does the 2 3-liter (140cid) four that is the
standard engine for the car. Its torque,
however, comes lower in its speed range,
making it more desirable for all-around
service. Thanks to the Fairmont's weight-
saving design, however, the six does a
better than satisfactory job of propelling
the car, even through an automatic trans-
mission, The next step up is the 5-liter
V-8 which adds 255 pounds of total
welght to the car, with 231 pounds of
this falling on the front wheels. When
this and the six's economy are consid-
ered, it is believed the six is a better
choice for most people, unless a lot of
heavwy hauling is expected, in which case
the V-8 would be better.

So, that's how the Fairmont ESO
stacks up in the Super Coupe race. It,
too, comes off quite well when compared
with more expensive offerings, both from
without and within this country. Com-
pared to the other two Super Coupes
presented here, it's roomier, has a cav-
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Accord with transperse CVCC engine has la
outside intake and twin electric cooling fans

access o plugs and distributor.

ernous trunk and would be a leading
candidate where a family figures into the
equation. It's the only one with any kind
of engine choice, and there are three to
pick from. Its automatic transmission is
truly automatic, and there's also a choice
of a 4-speed. And it's not lacking in the
funto-drive department. Perhaps of im-
portance, depending on where you live,
is the comforting fact that dealers and
service outlets are everywhere.

If you're the tupe who requires excite-
ment along with utility, the Fairment
ES0 gives a good measure of baoth.

HONDA ACCORD LX

ver since its introduction the Honda
Accord has enjoved acceptance by
car buyers that has been the enwy of the
industry. In most areas of the country
demand has so far outstripped supply
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rge air cleaner with

Fuel-injected transverse Scirocco engine provides uncluftered ease o
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Fairmont trunk is lorge and smoothly finished, has spare tire in
well under upholstered mat.

B

Rear luggage area has security shelf that raises with hatch or can be

removed for carrving bulky cargo.

that dealers have been asking and get-
ting prices far in excess of list for this
Japanese import. Typically, the practice
has been to add every conceivable acces-
sory and gewgaw in order to build prices
and profits to premium levels. In some
instances dealers havent bothered to
add anything, except a fat margin to the
factory-recommended retail price. Chev
rolet, earlier this vear, purchased a num-
ber of imports in the Los Angeles area
as part of a program to acquaint its deal-
ers and salesmen with the competition.
They were more than a little taken aback
to find that, when it came to the Accord,
they were forced to shell out $500 in
excess of the window sticker price in or-
der to persuade a Honda dealer to part
with one.

Much of the appeal that the Accord
has stems from the fact that it comes

standard with a long list of luxury and
convenience features and equipment be-
fitting an expensive limousine, It's also
chock-full of instruments and replete with
reclining bucket seats and a sporty steer
ing wheel with fingertip control stalks,
putting it on equal footing in this regard
with the best European sports sedans.
And undemeath all of this are advanced
technical features such as a stratified
charge engine that runs happily on any
kind of gas and doesn't require a catalyt-
ic converter, 4-wheel independent sus-
pension with negative steering roll radius,
and dual diagonal brake circuits,

To the above add quietness of opera-
tion, top fuel economy and lvely perfor-
mance, and it becomes more under-
standable why so many have found the
Accord nigh irresistable. And happily for
those who have bought them, these cars







