High-performance doesn't have to
mean a stripped Interlor. The inside
of this Scirocco is as clean as the
outside.

ome people like to make be-
Sh'eve they have a fast car and

hang a lot of ornaments on the
outside without making the inside live
up to the look. For Tim Hildabrand of
San Jose, California, however, the
license plate that reads “60 in 6" is no
idle boast.

It's only natural that Tim have a
killer Scirocco. Mot only does he work
at a Volkswagen dealer (Bob Himsl
Volkswagen in San Jose) as a sus-
pension, upholstery and electrics
specialist, but he is also president of
the Morthern California chapter of
Club Scirocco, and technical editor of
their newsletter, "Desert Wind.” And
while he is quick to credit the dealer-
ship for the support they have given
hir and his 75 local club members, it
quickly becomes obvious even in a
short conversation that Tim is the
mover and shaker who is responsible
for all the activity among owners of
Volkswagen water-pumpers in Morth-

ern California.

Although Tim's Scirocco started life
as a mild-mannered 1978 Special Edi.
tion with the small displacement
engine, it has gone through some
changes since he bought it used for
#6500 with 30,000 miles on the odom-
eter. Mow with 98,000 miles under its
steel belts and $8800 of Tim's hard-
earned money (not to mention time!)
invested in it, it looks like the best is
yet to come for this pet project.

Staying with the original bleck, Tim
opted for a 1.7-liter crank and pistons
from the factory. Everything was bal-
anced and magnafluxed, the rods shot-
peened and rebushed, and the crank
Tuftrided. He also had the head cc'd,
deciding on 8.0:1 compression as the
best for the turbo. The head itself was
left pretty much stock, although the
valve guides were replaced with better
material and a three-angle valve job
was performed by Doug Peterson at
Comptech in San Jose. Tim also built
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With lowered springs and wide
wheels, this Scirocco looks like it's
ready for business. The rear fenders
had to be trimmed just slightly to
accommodate the low-profile tires.

himself a baffled oil pan to help cope
with the centrifugal forces the car
would develop in the races he had
planned for it. The thing that really
makes the difference is the Callaway
Turbo Stage Il kit (Callaway Turbe-
systems, 31 High Street, Old Lyme, CT
06371, (203) 434-9002).

Although the Stage Il setup comes
with an cil cooler, it doesn't include an
intercooler, which Tim felt was neces.
sary to get the most out of his turbo
motor. So, buying an intercooler core
from an Audi, he plumbed his own,
mounting it in front of the radiator next
to the oil cooler, To get maore air to the
intercooler, Tim removed some of the

sheetmetal behind the grille and front
headlights. Another modification in-
volved relocating the Callaway Micrao-
fueler to better suit his installation. Tim
later discovered that Callaway locates
the Microfueler in the same place on
their intercooled turbos.

With more power being pumped out
by the engine, you'd think the clutch
would be the first thing to burn up, but
Tim still uses the stock 190mm clutch,
although it is the F + S Sport version.
So far, no problems even with several
standing start runs to its credit, The
higher output did allow Tim to switch
to a five-speed transmission from a
1981 Scirocco, which gives him the

The turbo installation packs
a lot of punch into a small
space. The ducts across the
top of the radiator feed the
intercooler. Mote the two
headlight relays to the left
of the battery.

Gauges include (top to bot-
tom, left to right) oil
temperature, oil pressure,
water temperature, turbo
boost, clock and voltage
meter. The knob at the bot-
tom of the console controls
the waste gate. The swit-
ches behind the shifter con-
trol exterior lighting ef-
fects.

gear ratios he likes.

Getting that much power to the
ground is always a problem in a front-
wheel drive vehicle, and one that isn't
quite sorted out yet. The additional
power requires a totally different driv-
ing style than one would use in a nor-
mal Scirocco. With an estimated
200hp, wheel spin tends to show up at
the least desirable moments. He's got
a good start on it, though, with Bilstein
Sport shocks, GMP adjustable upper
stress bar, high density bushings,
lowered progressive rate springs front
and rear and a set of anti-roll bars from
Suspension Technigues. For traction,
he's using the 15x7-inch ATS alloys
holding 195/50 VR 15 Phoenix Stahl-
flex 3011s. Because of the ground
clearance lost when the car was
lowered, Tim runs an aluminum sump
guard, which he feels is superior to the
steel guards because of the weight fac-
tar and, surprisingly, longevity. Mext
on Tim's wish-list is a limited-slip
differential.

The extras don’t stop there, how-
ever. Outside, there are the front
spoiler and mud guards by Kamei, and
the rear spoiler by Zender. The “turba”
emblems are stock 930, and add a tas-
ty touch to the clean exterior of the
car, Tim tinted the windows himself (1),

Continued on page T1
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HURRICANE FORCE

removing each window in order to do
the job right with raw materials fram
Solar Control in Los Angeles. Tim also
removed the black trim tape that
comes standard on the Special Edition
Scirocco, and replaced it with black
paint for more durable good looks.
Front brakes have been changed aver
to the GTI vented rotors, which Tim
had slotted by Harmmel Fabrication for
better performance in the wet. The
standard sealed beams were replaced
with Cibie 85/100s on the low beam
side, and 100-watt units for the highs.
Bosch 100-watt fog lights complete
the picture.

Inside, there's the Alpine 7136 with
bi-amped speaker system utilizing the
two eight-inch sub-woofers and an
80-watt amplifier on the low end, and
Alpine ribbon tweeters and Pioneer
mid-range speakers with a separate
36-watt amp. The sub-woofers are
mounted through the back of the rear
seats, using the entire trunk as the
speaker cabinet. Power window mech-
anisms are currently Mormarks, al-
though Tim plans to replace them with
Electric Lifes. The Black Bart alarm
features a pager and remote battery,
as well as a dual horn setup. Tim in-
stalled the factory aftermarket cruise
cantrol, retrofitting a standard equip-
ment turn-signalfcruise control wand
from a 1983 GTI. Autopower of San
Diego supplied the rollbar, onto which
he mounts the Halon fire extinguisher.
With a car this clean, you would expect
the details to be well cared for, and
they are, with niceties like the garage
door opener and remote alarm buttons
built into the driver's side sun visor,
and diodes built into the dash to give
visual warning of radar traps.

What this all adds up to is a well-
mannered street car that can use up to
17 pounds of boost with a good mix
of fuel and turn in quarter-mile times
in the low 14s, or, shuffle along with
14 to 15 pounds of boost with pump
gasoline and return mileage figures of
21 to 24 mpg in the city and 28 to 30
mpg on the freeway. So far, the com-
bination is working great. After 30,000
miles of turbo use, the car seems to be
dialed in pretty well,

With all the various club activities,
Tim's Scirocco is kept plenty busy
demonstrating the difference between
show and go. If you have a water-
pumper and you would like to become
mare invalved with other Volkswagen
owners and compete in slaloms and
autocrosses, you can contact Club
Scirocco at Club Scirocco Member-
ship, 4020 Payne Ave., San Jose, CA
95117. Don't expect to be able to
rmake your car a copy of Tim's though.
As Tim says, "l like to do things to my
car that nobody else has done.™ )

log, emblem and decal o Kamel, PO
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