Traditionally Volkswagen of America
does not hold its press conference to
announce the new models until mid-
October each year. That means that
daily and weekly newspapers are able to
feature the new cars well before a maga-
zine such as ours can, due to the ime
required to produce a monthiy.

Last year there were hardly any new
VIWs for ‘78, so it did not worry us that
we cowld not bring you news on the
‘785, However, this year there is appar-
ently a fair amount of interesting new
vehicles fn the 79 line-up for VW in
the UL5.A.

Obviously  the American made
Rabbit is of greatest interest and fortu-
natefy VW was kind enough to ler us
try one in the early summer. In fact,
some VW dealers in different parts of

UL.S. RABBIT

When VW announced a few years
ago that they would be producing Rab-
bits in the U.S.A. and that they would
be built to suit the American taste, a lot
of people were worried that the car
would be altered so much that it would
loose it's European characteristics and
just be another small Chevy or Ford.

But those people need not worry,
the U.S. made Rabbit is so similar to the
European car that it is difficult to tell
the two apart. The only visual differ-
ences are the rectangular headlights and
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MEW, EXCITING AND
UNEXPECTED ADDITIONS TO

THE VW RANGE FOR 79

the vertical repeater lights on the sides
of the car. We checked out a U.S. Rab-
bit beside a German one and found that
the body work on the two cars is almost
identical. The only differences are a few
welds here and there which probably
had to be changed as the American
Rabbit has a lot more hand welding
during manufacture than does the Ger-
man car.

Wolkswagen has found over the years
that the main complaint from American
car buyers is the lack of options avail-
able for European cars. Also German

the country have been selling the ULS.
Rabbit since the beginning of August
as the supply of German cars has been
dwindling.

We have been in contact with various
sources in Germany to try and find out
what might be in store at the announce-
ment of the ‘79 line-up in October. As
you can see there are quite a few ex-
citing cars that are rumored to go on
sale in the next few months. We hope
that mast of what we have written will
come to pass. We will be able to let you
know in the January issue exactly what
the UL5, fine-up is. Until then read on.
VW has told us thar there will be some
surprises when we see the cars in Octo-
ber. We haope that they mean just that,
and not the fact that there might be
nothing new—thar would be a surprisef

cars, in particular, seem to specialize
in all black interiors whereas the average
American buyer likes to have a color
coordinated interior complimenting the
exterior. As a result the Rabbit has a list
of options and models available for "79
that is as long as most you'll find in
any U.S. car dealers.

The U.S. Rabbit is available in three
versions; a basic 2-door hatchback,
custom and deluxe, both available as
2-door or 4-door. All the cars have the
1500cc engine producing 7 1hp with fuel
injection. The thermostat in the engine
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THIS PAGE, detail shots of the U.5. made Rabbit show very few differences from the German car. Noteable changes are the VW crest on the
steering wheel for the first time, a one-piece carpet, provision for stereo speakers in the rear, square vertical side repeater lights and recessed
lower side window frames providing more room for the rear seats. RIGHT PAGE, top photos show the wrap around rubbar bumpers, similar to
those used on the Scirocco that are to appear on the European Golfs and the diesel Rabbit. Lower photos show (left) the European Rabbit and
{right) the U5, Rabbit. Again it's difficult to see any differences between the two models.
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now opens at 194° instead-of 176 for—

faster warm-up and hettﬂr':'heatﬂf per
formance.

At present the cngmes ‘and trans-

missions are being built in Gérmany and

are shipped to the US. plant. In faet

present.
75% of the car will be cmlstrucmd in

"1-...

an American car.

All the US. Rabbits have | oue-pwoe ;

moulded carpets, the same color as the

colored dashboard and steering wheel.
There are four different colors that can
be ordered for *79. There dre provi-
sions for stereo speakérs in each front

door and on each side bf ﬂle rear parcel

shelf. All '79 VWs have self-adjusting
rear brakes and the frontseat belf locks"

are attached directly to the__n_:a‘t frafyie:

Apart from all the interior differ-
ences there are also exteriot packages
available for the custom Rabbit. Then
there is a “‘convenience packape™ with
such things as a light in the engine and
luggage compartments and a map light.

There are similar exterior and interior

packages for the deluxe Rabbit, that in-

clude such goodies as a remotely cont [

trolled right door mirror, upgraded up-

holstery, door pockets and even a styled
gear shift knob! The list of all the op=
tions available could fill a few pages:

in our magazine!

5. at  black |
However, the pcmcnﬁr@“-isﬁ
going to rise so that eventually over -

& clock

the package includes black
wheel| rims with

non- b]im‘,k stuff includes a dual-tone

! hom, [ ampe package, a sporty steer-
|ing w;hma and a center console with
oltmeter and oil temperatire
gauge . Tn finish the padmge off there is
o - ta.:.ljlmneter in the engine turned in-

strument panel. Judging by the. number

of shghﬂy customized Rabbifs we see_
on the maﬂ the rally package should"

pr:rr-:e to be a popular option. The

“center r:.onsole and 'w:hormcter is also

available for the first time on nnn-rall:r

Rabb:‘l& s dn npﬁun. A fivespeed
trnnsmmsmn is going to be available as
an’ option on the U.S. made Rabbits as

well as on all the German made cars.
It seems that with the large number

f Df packag&s and’ options available next

year, nobody |will have the same car as

_ﬂwir neighbor’spand that is the Ameri-

an dream, right?

NaLhmg but guud ne',l.fs for ﬂns

_exciting car. The- Sc;ruccu ‘has becomie

“There is one dptian that will be avail-~ s
able for ﬂ:le first time in 79 that sounds
'uﬂe exciting—the “Fally package.” Un-
-:'fmtunﬂtely it is only a trim package
‘with ‘o perfurmancé improvements.
In fact, HGWLFE‘J,
little more than 508 of the car is

st 175/70 radial’ tres,
actually constructed in thel TS, at

‘bumpers, a large black  front
spoilef, black wheel flares, black door
| black grille and black remote
- control mimrors on both doers. Other
this country. It will then be ledxas,_,'

very popular with a large cross section
of the: population due to its stunning
looks and its good performance and

handling. Tt [has become the flagship of

VW's new ranpe of cars and has un-
doubtedly helped establish a good image
for the new peneration of VWs. For

1979 the engine size reverts to 1600cc
and the power output goes back up to

78hp from 71hp for the '78 model. A

five-speed manual transmission is avail-
- able
. Scirocco has a new  dashboard and
~center console with switches and lights
‘placed on the console. Presumably the

as an option. The European

same.interior will be used on U.S. cars.

The front seat headrests will be adjust-
. able, whereas they have been an intregal
part_of the 'seat until now. The door

mirrors will be remotely controlled

Jfrom inside with the housing fixed and

just the mirror moving. There will be a
lift-out sunroof available (with tlt
action as well) for the first time. Ex-
fortunately, due to the low headroom in
the Scirocco;-it is not possible to in-
stall a sliding sunroof such as is used in
the Rabhit,

The really exciting news, though, is
that a 130'mph turbo version of the car
will be'available sooner than expected.
Our ‘sources tell us that it is an Ameri-
can only  option (which makes for a
change!) and that it apparently is only
available ‘with automatic transmission.

. However, it is reported to produce over

140hp which _makes it twice as power-
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TOP, the '79 Scirocco has no changes externally, but hopefully there
will be some surprises under the hood. CENTER, the Polo (left) and the
notchback version, called the Derby, are both popular European models
that are not sold in this country. ABOVE, the convertible Beetle will
ba around for another yesr at least. RIGHT PAGE, the Golf GTI is
one of the most popular sporty sadans in Europe, but is unfortunately
not available in the US.A. The “Rally” Rabbit should look similar.

ful as the present car! It should be a real
flier. Powerful American cars such as
the Z-28 Camaro, Trans-Am Firebird
and Corvette are only available with
automatic transmission in California due
to the emission requirements, so
perhaps VW have run into the same
problem with the Turbo Scirocco. Ex-
perts in turbo powered cars also claim
turbocharged cars with automatic trans-
mission are easier to drive than those
with manual transmission.

BEETLE CONVERTIBLE
Originally 1978 was going to be the
last year for the Beetle convertible in
DUNE BUGGIES & HOT VWs




the US.A., but Cungn:ss granted an
extension of emission Rtm]diu'

. In spite of the hlghlﬁﬁ"?ﬂﬂ ;‘uiee
tag, the car sold over 13,000 units last

year and VW expects sales to be just a T

good next yvear,

'79. Whitewall 165 SR 15 steel-belted

tires on 4% J x 15 wheels, a leatherette

covered steering wheel and  wood-

grained dashboard trim are the enly
noteable changes. The European Beetle
has the front turn signals incorporated
in the bumper, ala Rabbit. Whether the
same style will be used on the U.S-

model remains to be seen.

BUS, KOMEI AND CAMFHGBILESI

Again no chanpes for ﬂ}_{s popular
! "A ﬁH’GE UW?

range of vehicles, The specially con-

verted Landmark van will be marketed

throughout the country if the vehicle
proves to be successful "on the west
coast.

DASHER

The only big news for this range of
VWs is the availability of a 1.5 liter
diesel engine option. It is the same en-
gine that powers the diesel Rabbit so it
will inevitably be rather underpowered.

Self-adjusting rear brakes will be added,

to all cars as will an AM/FM stereo
radio, The four door car will be a hatch-

back wversion replacing the model with

the standard trunk.
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ards  for
aﬂmhcr year, 50 the Bs..etlajs still ‘m.’th

| continue

'DIESEL RABEIT

i 'H'Ie dinfsel Yersion of ﬂwﬂabbit will
..I.'.Dntlﬂllﬂ to be imported from '.':'wa:l'.:nam,lr !
'This means that it will be slightly diff
‘erent from the gas powered Rabbit.
: Eumpm Golfs will have rubber
: i wmp-ammﬂ bumpers| sun‘ilar to those
There are few changes to the ear for o the Seirocco and-Dasher and it will
round ﬁnaﬂzghts.."
This mr.m the "?9";&_1&%1 will be quite
distinctive from the gas Rabbit. The
five-speed manual transmission will be
available as an option which will give
the car a phenomenal mileage mtmg on
long joumies. A turbocharged diesel
~ Rabbit is also in the development stages,'-.
~ but will probably not be introduced for
. a while as production of the diessl
cannot keep up w1th sa.l:s at p:e.sent :

to have

_There have been stmng TUMors for

‘several months that VW is going to pro-
duge 'a VW wversion of the Audi 5000

with different front and rear end treat-
ment. However,

make Audi the larger and more expen-

sive range of cars, with Vulkswam

being the high volume company,

CABRIOLET RABBIT
A targa version of the Rabbit has

" been talked about for. some time.

Apparently it is slated for introduction
early next year. Our sources tell us that
the-ear has been seen and that it’s more

“backs. Tt seems natural,

“the diesel

_ it has also been re-
ported that the group has decided to

_of _a_convertible than a targa. One
pemm told us that it looks like a Rabbit
mﬁﬂn of ﬂm VW Thing!

L oronEatk RaBBIT

The notchback version (called the
Derby) of VW’s small car, the Polo,

“has pruved te be far more popular in

Europe than VW ever expected. In fact
‘they sell as many notchbacks as hatch-
_ therefore, that
a | notchback wersion of the Rabbit
would also be a hit with those families

that need as much luggage space as

possible. Apparently a notchback ver-
sionzofythe Rabbit is due to start pro-

~duction in the spring of '79.

EURU‘PEJ&N RABBIT

As mentioned in the paragraph on
Rabbit, the European cars
will have wrap-around rubber bumpers
similar to the Secirocco. Also, the
switches and warning lights have been
moved to a console between the front
sedts. Whethér-the same changes will be
adapted for the 1U.S. Rabbit or not re-
mains to be seen.

PICK UP RABBIT

Apain we still have no definite news
about when it will be introduced, but
the rumors are so strong that we expect
it to be announced in the new wear.
It would appear that it will be built in
the U.S. factory and may not even be
available in Europe. [ ]
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