coupe and they'll think of a Ford Capri.
Conceived in the aftermath of the Mustang's

| impact on America, the Capri came on strong
TOYO';Q\ CELCA S I with the pony carimage and although it was

“T TE essentially Cortina underneath it dealt the
Fil A e }

traditional sports car a body blow. Since
then, most major manufacturers have built
two-door fastbacks of similar concept around
the mechanical components of more
mundane cars in their range. The Japanese,

s too, have learned the same trick and cashed
ad g

in with models that gave more teeth with

VW SC"{ICO]_S ASK PEOPLE TO VISUALISE A SPORTING
CAPRI 2000GT

i
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which to bite into foreign markets.

Among the most recent to heft some
weight into this sporting coupe market are
Volkswagen. True, they had previously had
acoupe based on VW Beetle parte—the
Karmann Ghia—but their new Scirocco,
based on the Golf saloon, |s designed to

ar appeal and, hopefully,

e money. At £1959, the Scirocco
seemed expensive tor a 1500cc 2 plus 2 when
it was announced here; now it doesn't seem
so steeply priced after all—everything elze
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with the Capri 2000GT you're getting a fair
chunk of engine, but the thought of parting
with £1963 for it is pretty bad on the nerves.
That sort of money used to buy something
fairly special, or at least a 3.0litre Capri. Not
quite so expensive—yet—is the Toyota
Celica ST five-speed which sells for £1806
and therefore seems to represent quite good
value intoday's market.

There are other coupes in this sector—
butthey won't hold quite as much appeal
to those people seeking a sort of |

Scirocco, Capri Il and Celica have in common
iz that they are all very attractive and don't
really look as if they're built around saloon
car parts.

STYLING, ENGINEERING

The Scirocco, announced atthe Geneva

Show last March but a very recent arrival in
this country, preceded the Golf saloon upon
which itis based by some months. In the
market place, the Sciroc flectively
replaces the aging Karmann Ghia and
gives VW the cut of dash the new range
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naeds to round it out. There s no doubt

that Giugiaro of ItalDesign did a fine job with
the styling: people stop in the strest to
admire the aggressive-looking little machina.
From whichever angle of appraisal it's a
smart, fresh vehicle—visually ideal for the
market at which itis aimed and right up to
date with hatchback practicality.

Such an opening rear door is one of the
Capri IlI's distinguishing points, and a
design feature intended to provide the
practicality missing in the old Capri. While
it Is a well-considered, good-looking car of
considerably larger proportions, the Capri is
more conservatively styled than the
Scirocco, retaining a lot of the old car's
identity. The Japanese Toyota Celica, based
on Carina mechanicalsg, is an "old-style’
coupe lacking a third door but having very
appealing looks justthe same. Most people
consider itthe best Japanese styling car yet,
aven if the designers haven't been able to
resist that recently established Oriental
tradition of tacking on totally unnecessary
ornate bits and pieces,

While the Scirocco is a modest 151.5in
long overall but sits on a dispropaortionately
long 24.25in wheelbase with a fat
54.75/53.5in track, the Capri measures all of
168.8in and has a 100.8in wheelbase with a
53.3/54.5in track. The Toyota nips in between,
stretching the tape 163.9in nose to tail and
95.8in along the wheelbase, Typically
Japanese in the beam, its track is a skinny
50.4in. Weights go Capri 2337Ib, Celica
19471b and Scirocco a lithe 17581k,

While the Celica and Capri are extremely
similar—and conventional—mechanically,
the Scirocco breaks away from the norm. It's
a fwd car, having its engine mounted
transversely and canted backwards, The
transmission is a new VW unit, although it's
based on the Audi 80/Passat. It sits directly
on the left hand end of the engine. The frant
wheels are attached by wishbones with
MacPherson struts providing the springing
and damping and there's an anti-roll bar.

It's atthe rear that the Scirocco shows some
cleverly original thinking: YW came up with
a new suspension whereln trailing arms
attach attheir forward pivot pointto a
T-section cross memberthat acts as a
torsion beam to provide roll stiffness and
maintain constanttoe-In and camber on

all surfaces. Coils provide the springing. A
great advantage of this novel rear end is the
space it saves, |leaving the Scirocco with a
capacious boot. The fat alloy wheels on our
test car look nice, but they're a £63 option;
the standard rims are 5J by 13 steel discs
wearing 155 by 13 radials. Brakes are
servo-assisted discs and drums, and to keep
things in shape when they're used hard
there's the usual VW negative roll radius.

You're settling for less sophisticated
engineering in the other two: MacPherson
struts and anti-roll bars prop up the front of
both, and they have the old, old live axle
doing the work at the rear. On the Celica the
location is four-link with coil springs, while
the Capri makes do with leaf springs and an
anti-roll bar. The Capri wheels are 5J by 13,
butthe Toyota's are slim-Jane 4.5 by 13
units. Brakes are servoed discs and drums in
both instances and it comes as no surprise to
find that the Celica’s steering is that
Japanese favourite recirculating ball, while
the Capri's and Scirocco's are the sharper
rack-and-pinion.

Engines, and in the Scirocco you're getting
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a 1471cc four that's undersquare with a
relatively high 9.7 to one compression, a
belt-driven overhead cam and a single
twin-choke carburettor.Yes, it's the Passat TS
engine, and it gives 850INbhp at 5600rpm
with a decent 83Ib/ft of torgue at 3200rpm.
There are four gears in the box that mates
with the engine, the top an overdriven
indirect, and the final drive a low-ish 3.89to
one that leaves the car with 17.4mph/
1000rpm. The well-known 1893cc Ford engine
alzo has an overhead cam, also belt-driven,
but it has grossly oversguare dimensions. It
runs on a 8.2 to one compression and makes
use of a Weber twin-choke carburettor. Power
is SEDINbhp at 5200rpm and the torgue,
developed at 3500rpm, is 1111bfft. Once
again it's a four-speed box that takes these
products through to the 3.66 final drive for
18.4mph/1000rpm.

Toyota, who do know how to build

. overhead cam engines well enough, settle

for & camshaft mounted high in the block with
short cross-over pushrods for the Celica

ST. And while we're crossing over, the alloy
cylinder head is a cross-flow unit, putting the
seal on 1588cc of oversquare dimension

and a 9.4 compression. Power, the
manufacturers claim, is an impressive
105DINBhp at 6000rpm with 1011b/t of torque
coming at 4200rpm. Apparently thinking
Italian when they planned the Celica, Toyota
offer both four-speed and five-speed
transmissions. Top gear in this box is well
and truly an overdrive, but a 4.111 final drive
means the end result is 19mph/1000rpm—
not startlingly high, but above the figure of
most 1600cc cars.

PERFORMANCE

A distinguishing feature of the new VW range
of water-cooled, in-line four-cylinder engines
is the performance they provide. They thrive
on revs, they are extremely smooth and
flexible, and even in the saloons they feel
sporting. All these ingredients abound in the
Scirocco engine, and for its capacity the
acceleration figures are excellent. Sotoo is
the top speaed—108mph. The Scirocco, given
a few revs, will step quickly off the mark,
helped by a trace of wheelspin as the nose
rises with the torque of the keyed-up engine,
to record a 0-60mph time of 11.5 seconds.
Thus the Scirocco feels as nippy and sporting
as it looks. But on the other hand, the
flexibility—dropping below 1000rpm in top
is guite possible—makes it civilizsed.,
Excellent agrodynamics help the engine
wind right out to record such an impressive
top speed, a speed that the car is happy to
hold for long stretches. However, these very
same revs bring a good deal of buzz, for the
damping of engine sound is nothing like as
impressive as the suppression of wind and
road noise. A fault that plagued ourtest car
was a carburation problem that made the
engine momentarily hang onto its reve—
around 5000 of them|—after the throttle was
released, giving a gigantic flywheel effect
and making upchanging difficult. Apparently
others among the Scirocco test fleet have
suffered this fault although the cars we
originally drove atthe press release in
Germany were free of it. If it is prevalent, VW
will need to take urgent steps to cure it;
putting up with it just isn't on. Could it
perhaps be that the engine, throwing itself
forward with torgue as it revs, Is stretching
the throttle linkage and keeping the fuel
flowing in that way?

The gear ratios are particularly
well-chosen to make the best of the 6700rpm
redline. While firstis just right for quick
starts and lugging off on steep hillz, second
and third are high enough to provide plenty
of overtaking scope. Third permits itzelf to
be used up to 83mph and has excellent mid
range torque for winding road work, thus
furthering the sporting character of
Volkswagen's Scirocco.

By contrast with the Sciroceo (and the
Capri) the Toyota has a manual choke, and is
somewhat fussier in its warming up. Once
properly underway, however, this little ohv
unit is smooth and tractable, pulling happily
from 1000rpm in fifth if vou so desire and
revving fraely (though not so quickly and
potently as the VW) to its 6500rpm redline.
Performance is above average for the
capacity, but not =o impressive as the
Seirocco (nor the bigger-engined Capri, of
course). The gearing is biased towards the
low side in the intermediates but the steps
between the first four are all even so that the
drive train is a pleasurable one if
unremarkable. Again, that word ‘competent’,
so applicable to the Japanese products, can
be used. Toyota claim 108mph for the car,
and we gotto 105mph.

The Capri s untroubled to blow the others
off for acceleration, being altogether lustier
in its performance though not so quick as one
would expect from a 2.0litre up against cars
of considerably smaller capacity. Especially
good in its starting, the sohv Ford is never
fussy; then again, it's never an impressive
engine either for it is relugtant to rev really
hard and becomes harsh if you insist on
pushing it towards its limits. It is nota
sporting engine, getting its performance fram
capacity rather than anything else. Ratios
provoke no grumbles; butthe noise from
the engine certainly does. Despite the
addition of a sound-deadening kit to the
test car, its engine noise still intruded
tinnily into the cabin and high-speed work
was uncomfortable because of the
mechanical racket. Here, the Celica is
the best of the three (windnoise is another
matter and we'll discuss later).

RUNNING COSTS

Predictably, the Capri is the thirstiest of the
three, returning 25mpg if itis hard-pushed,
about 27 as an average and just on 30mpg if
things are taken very steadily. By contrast,
the Scirocco is relatively frugal, never
dropping below 26.4mpg despite the most
severe thrashing and giving 32mpg if the
second choke of the carburettor isn’t opened
up so frequently. Better figures are possible
with more pussy-footing. But even so, the
VW can't match the Toyota for leanness of
appetite. At worst, we recorded 28mpg

with the average running at 31mpg and
gentle driving bringing 34mpg. Thus, the
Capri is going to cost significantly more
than the others in fuel bills each year, while
there won't be that much separating the
German and Japanese cars so long as the
Scirocco’s full performance isn't used too
much. Butthe Capri spares, especially body
parts, in general will cost less than the other
two. Some of their spares prices are very
high and it abviously isn't as easy to get
their bits as from the huge number of Ford
dealers scattered about the country. Or at
least it shouldn't be, if the Ford people do
their job correctly. The Ford requires
servicing less frequently that its opponents,
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Despite neatness, some of VW 5
dials are kard to read, and wheel is
ratker farge. Both Capri and Celica
kave wide range of easy-to-read
instruments. Buttons on Toyora's
helm are for rather feeble horn
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Plaid seats in VH are well shaped
and meat with integral headrests.
Ford's sears have short squabs but
give pood support overall. Toyota's
seaty are wothing special, but like VW
have integral headrest to conform
with regs in many countries







