


To paraphrase Chico Es-
cuela, Scirocco been bery,
bery pood to Volkswagen.
By taking its largest vol-
ume sedan (the Rabbit)
and surrounding it with a
swoopy Giugiaro-styled body, VW created
a sexy, high-profit sports coupe that imme-
diately had buyers lined up 'round the
block.

To understate things a bit, the original
Scirocco was an ungualified success. But
nothing stays the same, and as its response
to the world fuel erunch VW restyled the
Scirocco for the 82 model year with the
emphasis on aerodynamics. Although the
second generation car came out larger and
heavier than the original, VW had done its
aero homework well enough—the Sciroc-
co's Cd is pegged at (L39—to produce im-
proved EPA ratings.

While all this was going on in Germany,
the men who guide the fortunes of Régie
Nationale des Usines Renault were walch-
ing with keen interest. It didn't take them
much time to get the message, and before
long Renault decided to do up a sport
coupe of its own, using the 18 sedan plat-
form. Unlike Volkswagen, the French
company designed its coupe entirely in-
house, Called the Fuego, the Renault entry
differed from the Scirocco in one impor-
tant area: The Reégie designers did not
compromise rear seating for the sake of a
stylishly low roofline. Aerodynamics were
of concern to the French designers, of
course; in fact, the Fuego boasts a 0.35
drag figure, lower than the Scirocco with-
out wsing add-on spoilers or other such
protuberances.

The Scirocco is powered by the same
1715¢e aluminum-head OHC engine used
ir both the Rabbit and Quantum. With 74
hp on tap, the engine exhibits an amazing
willingness to rev all the way up to its
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T000-rpm redline. The Sciroceo Joves to be
wound out. Unfortunately, this driving
style is neither economical nor peaceful.
When wound out, the engine starts to
make its presence known to the ear by
4200 rpm. The fuel-injected 4-cylinder
powerplant is mated to VW's 4 4+ E manual

The Fuego is

as French as

the Scirocco
is German

gearbox (a 3-speed automatic is optional).
The manual transmission features over-
drive ratios in both 4th dnd Sth gears. This
has had a mixed effect on the Scirocco's
driveability. The very tall top gear, in con-
junction with an axle ratio that reduces
down to 2.76:1 in top, helps keep the buzzy
engine guicter at cruising speeds. But it al-
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Price and power go head to head with German mystique
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so makes accelerating in top gear wvery,
very difficult, if not downright slow.

Unlike the VW sport coupe, Renault
offers the Fuego buver a choice of normal-
ly aspirated or turbocharged powerplants.
Both Renault engines have hemi heads,
aluminum blocks with cast iron cylinder
liners, and Bosch L-Jetronic fuel injection,
The 1647cc normally aspirated engine pro-
duces 82 hp, or approximately 109% more
than the Scirocco. Like the VW, the Fuego
features a 5-speed manual transmission as
stancdard equipment, with Renault’s clec-
tronically controlled 3-speed automatic
gearbox an option on the unblown Fuego.
The selection of transmission ratios is bet-
ter on the Fuego than the VW, but the shift
linkage has a rubbery feel that is absent
from the German car. The balky shifter
makes driving the Fuego a bit of an ordeal
at times. In spite of better gear spacing in
the transmission and & more hp, the nor-
mally aspirated Fuego is no faster than the
Sciroceo; this is due primarily to the Re-
nault’s additional avoirdupois.

Not suprisingly, the Fuego Turbo can
move out gquickly. Displacing 1565 cc, the
pushrod 4-cylinder engine incorporates a
Garrett AiResearch TO3 blower and air-
to-air intercooler. The turbo and intercool-
er conspire to raise engine output to 107
hp, a full 33 hp stronger than the Sciroceo.
While the normally aspirated Fuego ran
four tenths of a second slower than the Sci-
roceo in the quarter mile, the turbocharged
version ran through the traps 0.73 sec
faster, with a 4.6-mph higher terminal
speed.

Holding to the principle of building its
sport coupe from available bits and pieces,
VW lifted the majority of the Scirocco's
suspension componentry straight off the
Rabbit. Roadholding had been dne of the
first-generation Scirocco’s strong points,
but when the VW coupe was about to re-
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The Fuego is making a bid for a piece of the Scirocco’s
territory, and doing it at a lower price
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ceive its new aerodyvnamically styled sheet
metal, the engineering crew at Wolfsburg
softened the springs and shocks. Although
this suspension tuning hasn’t penalized the
VW much in the area of lateral g, it has in-
flicted the car with a good deal of roll dur-
ing spirited cornering, something guite
new for a Scirocco. The rack-and-pinion
steering i unchanged from the original
Scirocco, still giving the driver plenty of
feel as to what's poing on with the 175/
TOSR13 Michelin XZXs, That feeling is
still one of high competency, but it"s defi-
nitely not the Scirocco most people remem-
ber—and love,

Using the Renault 18 as the starting
platform for the Fuego meant the Régie's

Both the Scirocco
and the Fuego
look the part
for the
aerodynamic ‘80s

coupe would mount its engine longitudi-
nally ahead of the front axle centerline
rather than transversely, as in the VW, The
Fuego's MacFPherson-strut front suspen-
sion (similar to that of the Scirocen) works

Seirocca

well enough even though the car uses a sol-
id rear axle in contrast to the Scirocco’s in-
dependent rear suspension. The Fuego is
nowhere near as much fun to drive as the
Scirocco, owing mainly to power steering
that has a bit too much boost, springs and
shocks that seem much too soft for a car
with the Fuego's sporting pretensions, and
the aforementioned higher weight.

The 165/70R365 Michelin TRX tires
{optional on unblown Fuegos, standard on
the Turbo) don't help the vehicle handling
as much as you might expect, either. With
a section width 20mm narrower than the
base car’s standard tire, the TR Xs limit the
car's handling at least as much as the over-
Iy soft springing. And while it may be ar-
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ROAD TEST DATA

Fuego vs. Scirocco

oo AJIG, rear windoe
whpar/washer, matallic

Maximum engine speed ... TO00 rpm
Maximum powasr (SAE met) . T4 at 5000 o
Maximum torque (SAE net) . 50 b=t at 3000 rpm

Emizaton control ... Threesway catalyst.
axypen sensar, EGR, air
injection

Recommended fuel ... a7 FON uwileaded

DRIVETRAIN

Transmission ... ... S-spaed manual

Transmission raties (18t) ... 3.451

w0 1.9451

w1280

LIE A ]

0711

Axle ratio 3489
Final drive ratio . A g

CAPACITIES

B T
40 g
10.5 gals
L1218 eun

O-80

GENERAL

Vehicle manufacturer ... Vaolkswagarwark AG,
Woilsburg, Wast
Garmany

Vehicle importer ... Volkswagen of America
Inc., Englewood Citfs,
Mew Jorsay

Body TP e 4-pass., 3-door hatchback
EQOM Coupe

Drive system ... Transversa front enginag,
ront drive

Biph price .. ... 10450

paind

Price as tested ... ... .. 511,080

ENGINE

B o A ——— Inling fawr, liquid coslad,
cast iron block, aluminum
hiad

Displacement . 105 cu inc {1715 &c)

Bore & stroke ... —. 313 x 340 ;. (FAS5 X
AE.4 mm)

Compression ratio ... .. B2

Induction system

Valvelrain ...

Crankshatt ... ... Cast, 5 main bearings

Volkswagen Scirocco
¥4 SPECIFICATIONS

SUSPENSION

B . MacFhersan stnats, coil
springs, talescopic
shocks

AR sy e Interconnacied raikng
anmes, coil springs,
1eascopic shocks,
anti-roll bar

STEERING

Rack and pinian
e 2081

w 39

Turning circle,

curb-to-curb M2t
BRAKES
Front ... . B44n, discs, powar assisl

. 7140, drums

o 2385 5 in

13 x 55 in

Cast aluminum
175/ TOSR13
Michesn XZ¥ 70

. Stest-beited radial

. 2185 b

PSREER G mnimnnmnn G438
Wheelbase 4.8 in,
Overall length ... . 16ET in
Orverall width ..o 4.0 in,
Overall halght .. 514,
Trsek, FIA iimnn: 54, 7/83.5 in.
Minimum ground
{2 T T T S L 4.3 in.
CALCULATED DATA
Power-to-weight ratio ... 205 b/ hg
Brake swept area to

weight ratio .. .. 188 2q inflon
Drag coefficient .. 0.3%
FUEL ECONOMY (mpg)
EPA rating . B4
Test average .34

¥a TEST RESULTS

ACCELERATION
0-30 mph 3.28 BECS

562 BBCS

E.14 sacs

- 12.09 secs

15.11 secs

. 18.41 secs/T249 mph
- .47 s8cs

{50-70 mph) .. 7.97 sacs

0-30

SECS. O 5 10 15
SPEEDOMETER
Incicated 20 40 50 80
Actual mph 20 40 40 58

20 25 a0
BRAKING

30-0 MPA ..o 4z fi

BO-0 MBI .t 168

guable that the suspension is acceptable on
the base Fuego, the Turbo needs to offer
the enthusiast a suspension closer to that
fitted to the European Fuego GTX. With
firmer springing, revalved shock absorbers,
and the available 185/65HR 14 Goodyear
NCT tires, the GTX will drive circles
around the Scirocco. Maybe next year.
Both the Scirocco and the Fuego look
the part for the acrodynamic "80s. The
Volkswagen, in the transformation from
Giugiaro-clean 1o aerodynamically pure,
has turned Japanese in the eyes of many
observers. The rounded rear guarters and
high-mounted taillamp clusters are more
than slightly reminiscent of an early Hon-
da Accord. The thick, untrimmed B-pillar
looks like it came strajght off a Datsun
310. The Fuego, on the other hand looks
as French as a croissant. The general shape
of the Renault coupe is an eyve-catcher. The

Clutter is one word
used in conjunction

only negative comments from our staff
concerned the black louver panel that runs
along the car's flanks and the plethora of
tape stripes that clutter the Turbo.
Clutter is one word that could never be
used in conjunction with the Scirocco’s in-
terior. The whole environment is the em-
bodiment of Teutonic efficiency. Aside
from a piece or two of plastichrome trim,
there is nothing in the interior that doesn’t
belong, something vou notice immediately.
There is something else that commands
your attention almost as quickly—the typi-
cally firm German seating. The front seats
are not unlike Recaros, with generous
thigh support and thick side bolsters to
keep vou in your place when the going gets
fast. The back-seat passengers will find the
accommodations cramped, although no-
ticeably better than previous Sciroccos.
The rear seat is molded to look like buck-
e1s. This rrompe [oeil accomplishes some-
thing other than merely making the back-

Seirovco
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