ROAD TEST

Volkswagen Scirocco

One good turn deserves another.

® Okay, all you antisocial hotshoes,
leadfoots, boy racers, girl racers, and
commie-pinko-deviate car enthusiasts.
You have no doubt been wondering just
how VW was going 1o follow an act like
the lovable little rat-racer Scirocco.
Well, the answer is in VW dealerships
now, and we're happy to tell you that
i's siill your kind of car.

This 1s good news mdeed, becanse 1
would have been ecasy Tor Volkswagen
to fall short trying to come up with a
worthy successor. The ariginal Scirocco
was one ol those rare cars that arve lar
greater than the sum ol their parts—in
this case, mostly Rabbit parts, It was al-
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ways ready and eager to try for tickerts il

You were.

Bt the Sciroceo’s special appeal went
much decper than its uncanny ability 1o
put a smile on vour face after a hard day
at the oflice. Underneath the stunning
Giugiaro-designed flying-doorstop
bodywork it was almost as auulitarian as

a lowly econohox, Need some extra
room? The vestigial rear seal could han-
dle the kids, or even a couple of mas-
ochistic adults—for short trips. Helping
a [riend move? The vawning hatchback
could almost swallow a velmgerator, As
for cconomy and reliability, the
Scirocco’s guts were straight
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Rabbit. How much more responsible
could yvou ask a sporung car to he?

Trying o mprove on that Tormula
lefi the determined corps of VW engi-
neers breathing heavily, It's a credit to
the success of the original design that
the new car is less changed than a casoal
fivst glance would lead you o believe.
That, in [act, 15 the 1982 Scirocco’s slo-
v il doesn’t steay Tar from the ariginal
in cither its basic design or its mechani-
cal makeup.

Volkswagen makes no bones abou
the fact that a lou of the old Scirocco
lives under the skin of the new car, The
latest rendition shares its V4-hp, 1.7-
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SCIROCCO

liter, fuel-injecied four-cylinder engine
and live-speed manual gearbox with last
yvear's car—and this year's Rabbit, for
that matter—and the powertrain is
again canted back toward the firewall.

Most of the older car's floorpan, its
94 5-inch wheelbase, its MacPherson-
strut front suspension, its independent-
tralling-arm rear suspension, and its
rack-and-pinion steering are recycled as
well. The only major change to the
chassis is the addition of a pair of small
sheetmetal extensions, which are weld-
ed 1o the nose and tail of the Noorpan
so that it can mate with a body that's ten
inches longer than before.

Bunning counter to today's downsiz-
mg trend was the most convenient way
for VW 1o atend 1o two of the
Scirocco's sore points: a smallish tunk
{with the seat up} and a low roofline
that squeerzed headroom to a bare mini-
mum, Though the car’s overall height is
virtually the same as before, there's now
almost four inches more noggin room
up front, aboul seven inches more head-
room for rear-seat riders, and 28 per-
cent more luggage space.

Unfortunately, the added room
comes with a 100-pound weight penaley.
What this savs is that the Scirocco was
already prewy much at the space-effi-
ciency limit, And even though 1's porki-
er now, at 2160 pounds 1s far from
heavy for an automaobile of 115 size.

As to the success of the restyling job,
the jury is still out. Volkswagen chose 1o
handle the redesign itsell rather than
farm it owt to the masterful Giugiaro
and his minions at Ial Design. Around
these parts we feel the results are a
mixed bag—sporty and aggressive, 1o
be sure, but just not the knockout the
orginal was.

By any measure, however, the body
does its job better than before. Thanks
o a number of changes dictated by
VW's wind wnnel, the new Scirocco
bores through the air with a drag coeffi-
cient of 0.39—not quite as slippery as
the new Camaro and Firchird or the
Parsche 924 Turbo, but still 9 percemt
beter than the car it replaces.

To get there from here, the
windshield—one of the most critical
components in the drag equation—was
raked back a few degrees farther than
betore, The rear of the rool tapers more
gradually for the same reason. The rain
gutters were deleted. An miegral front
air dam smooths airflow under the nose
and reduces front-end lift by 14 per-
cent, The soft rear spoiler reduces -
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bulence at the tail and at the same time
cuts rear-end lift by a whopping 55 per-
cent. (Lying across the rear window as it
does, it creates one of the oddest rear-
view-mirvor scapes anywhere.) Even the
shape of the side mirrors was carefully
honed o minimize drag.

Like most manufacturers, VW used
the wind tunnel for things other than
making sure s car cleaves the air as
cleanly as possible. If the Sciroceo’s
haich fit appears to be off, that's he-
cause it was purposely recessed so that
water 15 swepl ofl the rool 1nto a drain
under the leading edge of the hawch.
The forward edges of the door frames
likewise wck slightly inboard of the
windshield pillars, a move VW says re-
duces wind noise.
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We had an opportunity to test the old
and new aerodynamics in the simplest,
maost effective lah sewing: a wheel-to-
wheel open-road drag race between the
1982 and 1981 cars. O the line the
lighter 1981 car pulled out a clear lead
of half a car-length and held on to it 1o
about 60 mph. But by the ume the
speedo needle had swept imto the Joan
Clavbrook—mandated never-never land
of B5 mph, the new car was ahead and
pulling slowly away. It was a graphic
demonstration Mr. Wizard would have
been proud of.

Mot only the owtside of the Scirocco
works beter now. The new version
packs enough headroom up front so
that those of the extra-long persuasion
—like our own David E. Davis, Jr.—will
be able to drive with their favorite hats
on, The rear seat, despite the quantum
leap moair space, 15 still relegated o
munchkins only.

Once you've buckled in, you'll note
that the driving environment has been
redesigned every bit as thoroughly as
the shectmetal, About the only resem-
blance to the older model is the shape
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ol the deeply contoured front buckets,
which are covered in comfortable plaid
cloth. You'll then conflront a sofi, whim-
sical, four-spoke steering wheel with
four horn buttons
and a new and very handsome insoru-
ment panel, which blends smoothly into
the modernistic, heavily sculprured
door panels.

You'll also nouce that the hase Sci-
rocea’s anterior 15 free from deoodads,
geegaws, and also much of the comlor
and convenience gear that is standard n
Japanese cars of this price. The Scirocco
is still the kind of purposelul, busmess-
like car that gives vou what vou need Lo
get the job done, and litde else. The
seat bottoms adjust for rake and the
backrests recline, but that’s about it for
special features. IF you want to open the
fuel-filler door, pop the rear hawch, or
put up the antenna, vou're just going Lo
have 1o get out and do it yoursell. Or
shell out for the optional GL luxury

silver-dollar-sized

package, which can alleviate some of

this manual labor.
Nat to worry. The Sarocco sull ex-
udes a special tingle that serious drivers

will feel in their bones. The engine
hums excitedly [rom the other side of
the firewall and pulls happily 10 six
grand and bevond without thrashing.
All the comrols used for going, stop-
ping, trning, and shilting gears have a
lincar, natural feel that makes the Sci-
rocco seem like an old friend inside of
the first mile.

Oddly enough, for all ns familiaricy,
the Sciroceo’s character has shified sub-
tly this year, the delicate balance of its
Navoring so slightly different that you
might not notice unless you logped the
old and new down a country road nose-
to-tail the wayv we did. This brief excur-
sion 1o the edge of the Scirocco’s per-
formance envelope illustrated just how
much a car's personality hinges on the
small things.

The new car, for ex

iple, doesn't
crash through w0 the bump stops on
rough roads as often—which is to say,
hardly ever. Its steering ellort is |
bit heavier now, and the response to
steering inputs 15 a i less crisp, Wind
noise is significantly down. All this plus
the illusion of greater width that vou get
from behind the wheel—there's actually
only one-tenth of an inch of difference
—seems o msulale you more while
making the Scirocco scem less flingable.
Om the other hand, it feels that much
more refined now, more competent,
and, well, grown up—like a BMW,

If the new car doesn’t feel quite as
racy as the old, it sull drives better than
almost any Honda, Toyota, or Mazda, A
German  suspension  engineer  would
rather sell his family than sacrifice any
road feel for a pillow-soft ride, so you
feel the 1ar sirips and blemishes in the
tarmac. What you get in return is reas-
suring response. Where vou lead, the
Scirocco follows, shrugging ofl bumps
and lumps in the nuddle of comers that
would give you white knuckles in a lot of
41| |]{,'I' Cdrs.,

The chassis 15 s0 rock-steady, in [act,
that it feels almost underpowered. A
nice round 20 hp, we reckon, would
make 1t sparkle even Ijl":ghlf:r. (Rumor
has it that VW has a two-liter engine of
95 hp under consideration.) For now,
though, we'd settle for a cooling [an
that 1sn’t as loud as the engine nsell.

The new car won't let you down when
vou point it down the Interstale on vour
next vacation, cither. Thanks in part to
the good acrodynamic tuning, wind
noise is admirably low, and the Scirocco
arrows along at top speed almost as un-
ruffled as it is at the double-nickel
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A WARNING TO ALL
RACERS: .

Sekofi International annotinces it§ success in testing its
newborn engine—The TISON Twin Inlet Swirl Ong Engine.
The facts are as follows: ;
Fact One. The TISON Engine has more power.and
consumes less fuel than any other existing engine.

 Fact Two. Sekon International can transform most
racing or stock engines.into a TISON super engine.
Fact Three. You can afford it because it is reasonably
nil::ad to suit your special needs for high performance.
Fact Four. Sekon International is the only corporation
which is authorized and has the technology to build this_«
engine. =i
See next month’s full page ad for details.

“SEKON, Second to None!” B E HG@BN

Sekon International Corporation of America 2210 Wilshire Blvd,, Suite 577 Ph
Santa Monica, Calif. 90403 (213) 393-9791 ° Telex-182014
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—which means it racks down the lane
like a slot car,

For those tmes when waflic is thick,
VW has given us an mgemous new luel-

saving gadget to hold our attention: the
E Light. As you may know, this clever
electronic device keeps wack of both
throttle position and  engine rpm, its
sole purpose being 1o tell vou that you
can obtain equivalent acceleration and
betier fuel economy by shilting o the
nexi-highest gear. In a 2000-car study
monitored by the EPA, drivers found
that they spent a lot of tme watching
the E Light arrow. In fact, the resulis
were strong enough o convinee  the
case-hardened federal agency o ap-
prove this operator-dependent
system—the first time it's made such an
exception—and 1o add s porential
benefits 1o the EPA mileage sticker.
{This alone bumps the Scirocco's rating
from 25 1o 28 mpg.) As a result all 1982
manual-transmission Vee-Dubs will be
cquipped with the E Light,

Our expertence with it couldn™t have
been more positive, In most cases, i
acted as a simple reminder that we were
a gear or maybe two oo low inany giv-
en cruising sitwaton, The E - Light
doesn’t flash in a situation where vou
wouldn't want to upshift earlv—lor in-
stance, when yvou're accele
pass, when yvou're already m lop gear,
or when vou're braking. And i vou
know something abouwt the conditions
that the E Light doesn't—[or example,
that wrallic is about 1w open up—you can

rating hard to

Just ignore ik

Having a fuel-cconomy device in oa
hard-charging supercoupe might at [irsi
appear incongruous, but it seems whal-
ly appropriate m the Scirocco. The Sci-
rocco, alter all, is the kind of car in
which efficiency s ol prime mpor-
tance—an integral part of s lunctional-
I5LC persona.

Ifall ol this doesn™t exactly amount 1o
prodigious  progress—well, who  ever
sard 10 fad 1o? Leave the masses o their
plain-vanilla sedans. The good news is
that the new Scirocco 15 sull an automao-
bile a full-Nedged leadloot-weirdo-
gonEo car nut can love, We need maore
like u, — el Copiias
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COUNTERPO[NT_

® Ar first seatng in this Sciroceo, T was
convineed that I liked the old one beoer,
just @3 I was convinced by the 19704%
Camaro that the chunky 1970 version was
more fun and by the Ferrari BB that the
Dayrona was a bigger kick. Sophistication
is universally acclaimed in family haolers
and almost always regarded warly in
sporting cars, at least by me, Sophistica-
tion never makes me giggle.

Thiz new Scirocco is obviously more
sophisticated; the front suspension
doesn’t crash against is stops, s quiet-
er, has more headroom in back, etc. It
just generally feels like a grown-up car,

B despite the old car's shortcomings,
it was triple-distulled fun: lean where the
new one is fat, zany where the replace-
ment 15 merely poised.

Merely poised? About twice as poised ac-
tually, and such sophistication has a way
of ingratiating itself over dme. 1 can't
imagine how [ ever doubted the appeal of
the second-generation Camaro, and a
year from now m osure Tl see the wis-
dom of the new Scirocco, Bur in the
meantime, | wouldn't mind one more
fling in the old one. —atrick Hedard

Bezervations work really well for holels,
airplanes, and dinners. Unforoumacely,
I've got some about the new Scirocco,

It s beautifully finished, but bland.
Why didn't Volkswagen go back o Gio-
giaro? The Germans could have had the
design that’s become the Isuen Piazea, or
someffing, instead of a mixtore ol Tovoia
and Honda around a groseer Bepillar.

Cwer the road, |ettas are nicer. Cuieter,
too, without the Scirocco’s wailing of en-
gine and howling of Michelins. The steer-
ing i5 heavier now, and shghtly rubbery,

lacking” that lghi-footed  guickness of
yore, Torgue steer at low speed and float-
iness at high speed have replaced i,

The sport seats are very good {cushy,
ton), but the dash vents are pug-ugly.

The Sciroceo needs the full GTT revela-
tion, Europe's |10-horsepower, kick-ass
motor and chassis, With oday™s emis-
sions technology, it can be done. We in
America are looked on by oo many Euro-
pean manufacturers as second-class citi-
zens, feal performance is too good for us.
Maybe that's why ¥W iz in trouble trying
to zell Rabbits that have been twrned into
little Oldsmobiles, — Ly Griffin

A Gugiaro original 15 a tough act to fol-
low, but Volkswagen hasn't done such a
bad job with the new Sdrocco. The
Waollsburg wind wnnel was the siylises
chief tool, and it's certainly fitting that a
car named for a breeze should  slip
through same with a minimum of effort.

The new wind-whittled Scirocco now
sports a high, Porsche 924-sivle wrap-
around rear end, and the nose = pinched
down tightly over beady little headlamps
to create a rather saw countenanoe
(like, man, it looks like a lizard). [ like it

The Scirocen’s new skin is only icing on
the cake. This car i3 simply a blast 1o
drive, The engine gives everything it's got
when asked (actually, a livde more would
be nice), and the tires suck like crazv in
tense situations that would prove disas-
trous in a BMW 3200 My only complaint
is the godawlul Toghorn of a racker thar
the electric fan makes when it kicks on,
which seems o he about cvery five min-
utes around town. The logical solution is
o keep the Sorocoo in the wind
was meant 1o be,

. where it
—Jeern Lindamood
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Want more performance?

IECO delivers... Turbo-charger
syslems that boos! harsepower 7H%
scientifcally designed exiractors
thal produce morg powar than any e
brand. Weaber carburetor induction
system that bump horsepower 35%
Leuper-flow cylinder heads., low
restriction.. mufflers_. racing cams...dyno
developed une-up kils., all designed
o imprave economy and power...and
lolal pedormansa!
IECO delivers wilh road-holding
handling packages.. brakes, race-styled
"IMSAT fiberglass flares and dams., froml/
rear spaikers.. custom seats.. ungue
road wheels and hundrads of fagh-
performance accessones!
IECO delivers wilh sxoiusive parls
and accessonies.. lems available Oy
fram (ECO that will put you ahaad of the
pack in leoks, handling and power!
IECO makes it easy. Save by mail,
send just $2 .00 for our new catalog
Ellher way, IECO will deliver the perfor-

. mance you ' re looking for., fast!

VISIT QUR SHOWROOM!
"includes Habioil & Scirocco

f e ‘_“ TES! I wedtrtl rome padormance
tﬁﬂl‘#

Enclosed i my $2 00 for

your new calalosg.

II'-I."(} 1431-J Broadway

Sara Monica, GA S04
Phone croaers (2135 451-1738
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