changed dramatically from rear-
engined air-cooled cars to front-
‘ engined  front-wheel-drive water-cooled
cars. At the time, true-blue VW enthu-
thusiasts were disappointed, as they felt,
rightly or wrongly, that VW had forsaken
the philosophy that had been adhered to
ever since the brilliant Dr. Porsche de-
veloped the Beetle in the thirties.

However, YW soon proved that the
company had not lost its knack of de-
veloping a world-beating car, as the new
generation of VWs guickly set new stan-
dards for small cars, just as the Beetle had
done previously. In retrospect, the Beetle
itself was a phenomenon that was never
repeated by anyvbody, as all copies of the
Beetle, including those newer models pro-
duced by VYW such as the 1500 and 411,
were  flops. Howewer, the numerous
clones that have been bred from the Rab-
bit have all proven successful. In fact,
there is hardly an auto company in the
world that isn’t building a Rabbit look-
alike. But the Rabbit is sull leading the
world as the yvardstick by which others are
Judged, and indeed was the top-selling
model in the world last year.”

Although the Rabbit has been VW's
most important model, its introduction
was actually preceded by the Dasher and
the Scirocco. The Dasher has always been
a slightly upmarket car, with the engine
mounted longitudinally rather than trans-
wversely. The second generation Dasher, or
PPassat as it is known in the rest of the
world, has been on sale now for a few
months in Europe and, as expected, is
similar to the old model but more refined.

Continued on page 77

In 1974 Volkswagen’s  policy

BY JOHN G. RETTIE

VW’S NEW SCIROCC@®

SECOND GENERATION
SECOND GENERATION

The new Sciroceo has rounder lines than the
original, but is built on an identical-sized
floorpan with the same drivetrain and engine
combinations. Increased streamlining has
lowered the drag coefficient from 0.42 to
0.38, resulting in improved fuel economy.

DUNE BUGGIES & HOT VWs
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TOP, the new Sciroceo (La Nouvella Scirocco) was the center of at-
traction at the Geneva Auto Show, where it had its world premiere
(Premiere Mondiale). ABOVE LEFT, the door panel is a one-piece
maolding that blends in well with the dashboard. ABOVE RIGHT,
there is a larger crash zone in front of the engine in the new Sciroc-
co. Engine options are unchanged, which means that the car will he
powered by the 1700 engine when it reaches these shores, next
year. LEFT, every model of the Scirocco has this neat spoiler on the
rear window, but only the top-line models will have the name
etched in the rear window,
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VW NEW SCIROCCO

Cantinued from page 58

Mow the sccond-generation Sciroceo has
been introduced, prior to the imtroduction
of an all-new Rabhit in 82/83.

It is very hard to follow an act such as
the Scirocco as il is generally recognized
that the original Scirocco is one of the best
looking small coupes on the market, This
means that the initial reaction on the part
af many people to the new-model Sci-
roceo 15 a bit of disappointment. 11 isn’t as
stunningly different from all the other
cars as the original ¢ar was when it was
first launched in 1974, However, this
doesn’t mean that it isn't a good looking
car; il just means that it isn't so greatly in-
novative.

Generally speaking, the new Scirocco is
a slightly bigger and more rounded ver-
sion of the present car. The lack ol rear-
seal headroom has often been heard asa
criticism of the car, 50 it i5 good 10 see
that there is more headroom in the new
car and thal the rear compartment is a
couple of inches longer than belore, In-
deed, the overall length of Lthe car is in-
creased by 4 inches, almost all of which is
taken up by the increase in size of the rear
compartment. The wheelbase and track
are wdentical 1o the present Scirocco and
Rabbil, while the width is increasecd by
just half an inch and the height is about
the same.

Drive train and engine are identical to
those of the present car, so all the im-
provements are refinements and cosmetic
changes. The new Scirocco is more
streamlined, with the drag lactor reduced
from .42 1o 0038, making the car more
slippery and hence more economical. To
help lower the drag, a rather neat-looking
rear spoiler 15 finted 1o all models. It is ac-
tually aboul one quarter of an inch ofT the
surface of the rear window, although it
looks as though it is stuck to the windaw,

The interior has been changed guite a
bit, with an all-new dashboard that is 1in-
ished in a plastic material that looks more
like leather! The door pancls are heavily
molded, and blend into the dashboard in a
fashion similar 1o the Porsche 924 and
028,

AL first the engine oplions are going (o
be the same as on the old Sciroceo, but
VW is stll working on a turbocharged ver-
sion. There are reported to be 50 proto-
types running around Germany, but it is
said that VW is delaving introduction un-
til the engineers can improve the fuel con-
sumption.,

As the new Scirocco was only publicly
unveiled for the first time at the Geneva
Auto Show in March, we do not expect (o
see the car in this country until the end of
this vear, or even carly next vear. Bur we
do expect it to be as preat a success as the
present one, Karmann Ghia has produced
over 496,000 Sciroccos since 1974, and we
expect the production numbers for the
new ones Lo be even greater over the next 7
Vears. ®
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RPET KIT
BAJA KITS . > I
California Baja Kit. . . , . . - T
Custom Baja Kit....... ... . 5B4.95
Deluxe Broad Eye Kit. . .. .. .. $99.95
1 Handlaminated Baja Kit. . . ., £170.95
OMNE PIECE FRONT ENDS
Baja Front End....._ ... .. .$94.95
Sedan FrontEnd. ... ... ., .$04.05 : i
Ghia Front End. ... ........ §139.95 il o |
[FJLEHESFE%#‘ESHEYSEATING & INTERIOR KITS & CARPET KITS
Conventional . ... ...... .. .. $54.85 Seat Covers All Vinyl. ... .. .. $48.95
Wedge ... ... ..., ... %7495 Seat Covers Fabric Insert. . . $54.95
Highback . ... ...  £84.05 Panels [fgur] ................ 524,95
“WIRING COVERS Siook Carpet Kit Front & Rear, . . .. .539.95 I
*GLOVE BOX $14.95 *FIBERGLASS VISOR $18.95

[T FIBERGLASS SEATS—_UPHOLSTERY COVERS
UPHOLSTERY KITS—BAJA ACCESSORIES

FAEE GATALOG & PRICE SHEET ON BAJA KITS *OVERHEAD CONSOLES %£50.95
Quality and Savings al

DANDY BAIA ACCESSORIES Send $1 (refundable) for uphal-

317 KENTUCKY 5T n [m— stery samples, carpet kits,
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93305 o state color interested in and
(805} 325-1123 or 325-0300  pEALER INQUIRIES INVITED year of your car,

=z = ==

ALL NEW

SCAMP VW KIT

VW ECONOMY WITH JEEP VERSATILITY,

Everything to transform your Beetle into a street legal,
all weather, all purpose classic.

Al Stewl WW I styla Jeep hody,
Fully-rainforced frame,

Easy Assembily

Kit includes top, doors, lights, Bumpers,
wipers, roll bar, fual tank, seats, eic
SEMD $2.00 FOR COLOR BROCHURE
WIL-MAC PRODUCTS, INC, 4
4750-A CATERPILLAR RD., DEPT. HVW
REDDING, CA 96003

{916) 246-4314

OVER 900 VW PRODUCTS
For Street & Off-Road

Mr. BU

COMPANY e |nc.

NEW CATALOG
IS AVAILABLE
$3.00

JOBBERS &
DEALERS
INQUIRIES
INVITED

HI-PERFORMANCE
VW OIL COOLER KIT
with FILTER

€
e M N
(714) 633-1095

845 NORTH ELM STREET
ORANGE * CA 92667



